ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CHURCH
6 PENTECOST
JULY 5, 2026

To Lift People Up As Christ Calls

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Il

Welcome to St. Christopher’s! Thank you for joining us today. If
you are new or visiting, please fill out one of the visitor’s cards
found in the pews and place it in the offering plate or give it to
one of the ushers. You are welcome here. We hope your faith
will be strengthened by your time with us.

Our nursery is not staffed, but feel free to use the facilities with
your children. We also offer activity bags in the vestibule for
children of all ages.

We invite you to join us for refreshments on the breezeway
following the service.



Prelude
Opening Prayer

Processional Hymn 544

Chorale, “Liebster Jesu, wir sind heir”
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THE WORD OF GOD

Versicle and Response

The people standing, the Celebrant says



Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen

The Collect of Purity

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Gloria Hymnal S-280
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by
loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy
Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart,
and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

First Lesson: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 (Insert)
Canticle: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 (Insert)

Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a (Insert)



Gradual Hymn 457

1 Thou art the Way, to thee a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 Thou art the Truth, thy word a - lone true wis-dom can im - part
3 Thou art the Life, the rend-ing tomb pro - claims thy con-quering arm;
4 Thou art the Way, the Truth,the Life: grant us that way to know,

and all who would the Fa - ther seck, must seck him,Lord, by thee.
thou on - ly canst in - form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and  those who put their trust in thee mnor death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Then, all standing, the Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (Insert)
After the Gospel, the Celebrant says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Barbara Abbott
Moment of Silent Reflection

The people stand.



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Clergy

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or

spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and

bring them the joy of your salvation. Especially Darryl, Ben,
Melissa, Merrill, Heather, Samantha, Bryan, Frances, Hampton,
Vanessa, Phyllis, Sara, Barbara, Louis, Ann, Kennie, Hal, Pauline,
Stephanie, Carol, and all those who, in this transitory life, are in
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. Are
there others?

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with
Saint Christopher and all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Are there others?

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Prayer for Social Justice

Grant O God, on the occasion of the 250th anniversary of our
country, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every
human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions
disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed,
we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Rector Search Prayer (led by congregation member)

Gracious God, our Good Shepherd, you have blessed us with a
rich heritage and a future full of hope. As we continue on this
sacred journey to seek a new rector, we humbly ask for your
guiding presence.

Guide our hearts with your wisdom, our minds with your
clarity, and our spirits with your peace. Help the Search
Committee and the entire congregation to listen deeply, discern
faithfully, and trust completely in your divine timing.

We ask, Holy Spirit, that you lead the one who is called to serve
this congregation and prepare us to welcome our rector with
open hearts, ready to join together in ministry. Continue to
lead us, and direct us, that we may grow evermore in the
likeness of Christ and be a true beacon of love and hope in this
parish, our community, and the world. Amen.

Celebrant We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Celebrant and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,



things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Announcements
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Hymn 657
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Presentation of Alms and Oblations Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Hymnal S-130
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The people kneel
The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin
into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and
this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with our Risen Lord and all your saints,
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem, Jesus, Lamb of God Hymnal S-164
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Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People

All who seek a closer relationship with God are invited to receive
communion. Congregants are invited to leave their pews starting at the
front of the church and working back.

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

That we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Recessional Hymn
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The Dismissal Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Chorale “Gott, durch dein Gute” Bach
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