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Overview

St. Christopher’s is a welcoming,
inclusive and active Episcopal parish
in Gladwyne, PA. We are committed
to outreach and fellowship, both in
and out of the pews, and a love of
Jesus is central to all we do.
Theologically liberal and socially
accepting, St. Christopher’s is a
church in tune with its times, as we
seek to live out our mission to Lift
People Up As Christ Calls.

St. Christopher’s is a happy, godly parish. We are
financially sound thanks to generous
congregants and a responsible Vestry. Our
members have enjoyed and been devoted to five
rectors (in 75 years) all of whom have shared our
strong sense of community and love of Jesus.
We welcome people from other denominations
and have a number of interfaith couples.

People bring with them non-member friends
and family to enjoy our parish events.

Below is an overview of our Church and its
congregants. Additional detail can be found
on our website.
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Worship

Worship is the centerpiece of our church. All worship offerings welcome God’s
loving guidance and our stated mission to lift people up as Christ calls. We offer
two Sunday services most of the year:

8:00 AM

Holy Eucharist (Rite 1) is a spoken
service with a sermon

10:00 AM

Holy Eucharist (Rite 2) with choir and a
sermon

The summer schedule moves to one
service at 9:00 am.

Our church hosts several special services throughout the year. A full list of services is always maintained
on our website, but some of the unique offerings include: Advent/Lenten evensongs with healing
prayers, lessons and carols offered at the Sunday after Christmas service, Scout Sunday and pancake
breakfast offered the Sunday before Shrove Tuesday, and a First Responders service in September.

We offer a wealth of worship education opportunities. A Bible study class is held weekly. Discipleship
classes are held between the two services each Sunday. From mid-September to Thanksgiving each year,
the discipleship class is a seminar, tackling one Bible book, led each week by two parishioners. There are
numerous other worship opportunities, such as organized walks of the labyrinth (constructed by Boy
Scouts) on our property.

St. Christopher’s has a history of an active lay ministry. Parishioners serve as chalice bearers, lay readers,
choir members, discipleship leaders, shut-in visitors, and Sunday school teachers.
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Members

St. Christopher’s is a thriving community of over 400 members. We are a
community of theological explorers, valuing questions and thoughtful
conversation over rhetoric and dogma. Our members are Christian’s who try our
best to live like Jesus did by caring for those around us.

A recent survey shows us that 95% of our members are college graduates and
64% hold advanced degrees and many have joined our faith from other religions,
or live in a multi-religion household. A more detailed look at our demographic
breakdown can be found in the survey snapshot incuded with this profile.
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Music Program

Music is an important part of our worship life and shows our love of Jesus. The
choir is made up of professionals and volunteers who sing at the 10 am service.
Our choirmaster plays a prelude and postlude for the weekly 10 am service and is
available for weddings and funerals.

St. Christopher’s organ is a Rogers hybrid electronic and pipe organ and the console is new. The choir
room has a Yamaha grand piano, handbells, an electric piano and an extensive library of choral music.
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Children and Youth

At St. Christopher’s, we know that children are vital to our parish. Our Children’s
Chapel and G.I.FT (Gratitude, Impact, Faith, Together) programs are taught by
parent volunteers. The goal for both programs is to teach young people that we
value their presence, energy and laughter while emphasizing the teachings of Jesus.

Nursery
Ages Infant - 3 Years

Our dedicated nursery space is available during
worship and for other events.

Children’s Chapel
Preschool - Age 10
| 10 am Sundays Labor Day - Memorial Day

Children proceed to the altar and then
downstairs at the start of each 10 am service.
Children’s Chapel includes liturgy, a Bible story,
and a STEAM-based activity. Children return to

the sanctuary to join in worship after the Peace.

G.I.LF.T. Program
Grades 5 and up

| 4:00 pm on Sunday afternoons

Our “G.ILET. Program” (Gratitude, Impact, Faith
and Togetherness) is for tweens and teens in
grades 5 and up. We gather monthly for dinner,
fellowship, service, and of course, fun!

The Annual

Christmas Pageant
All youth welcome

Youth readers, angels, and the many animals
gathered around the manger always make our
annual Christmas pageant a can't-miss event for
the families of the Church. Staged during the last
morning service before Christmas, this tradition
is a hit with families, parishioners, and visitors
alike. Every year, it brings joy and laughter to the
community, while always reminding us of the
reason for the season.
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St. Christopher’s Day School

Our Philosophy

St. Christopher's Day School has been
teaching preschool children for more than
60 years. Our educational philosophy is
simple: Preschoolers learn through a
play-based curriculum. Young children
work hard at play. They invent scenes and
stories, solve problems and negotiate their
way through social roadblocks. Because
their motivation comes from within, they
learn the powerful lesson of pursuing their
own ideas to a successful conclusion.

Environment

Conveniently located next to Gladwyne
Elementary School, St. Christopher's Day
School sits on 9 %2 acres of one of the most
beautiful properties in Gladwyne,
Pennsylvania. Here, preschool-aged
children are encouraged to explore while
we take advantage of our unique natural
setting throughout the school year.
Those who come to St. Christopher’s
during the week are always struck by the
happiness of the Day School children.
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Parish Events

@ Coffee Hour

One family each week provides and sets up
coffee and snacks after church in the Parish
Hall. In the summer, it is on the breezeway.
This is a wonderful way to visit with old and
new friends.

Azalea Day

The second Saturday of May is Azalea Day, a

spring fair for Gladwyne and the surrounding
communities. Our campus is transformed for
children’s games and activities, food and craft

vendors, a large tag sale, a plant sale, and more.

All proceeds from Azalea Day (always more
than $20,000) support the church’'s Outreach
program, a valuable initiative that identifies
local and national organizations for
contributions. More details on our Outreach
program can be found below.

@ Christmas Sale

Our Christmas Sale which includes household
goods, Christmas items, jewelry, and children’s
toys, takes place each December and helps
fund our Outreach programs.

Other Events

We host several church-wide events each year.
Our annual meeting and newcomer coffee-hour
are hosted in January. A welcome-back picnic
takes place after the 10am service in September
and in November, we host an annual turkey
carving that delivers Thanksgiving meals to an
organization that addresses food scarcity. We
also have a wonderful tradition during Advent
and Lent that offers an Evensong service. It's a
unique and beautiful service filled with
inspiring music.

First Thursday
Fellowship

On the first Thursday of each month,
parishioners are invited to join each other at

8 am in an informal gathering at the Green
Engine Coffee Company in Haverford.
Conversations are always fun and broad ranging
and not necessarily focused on church topics.

Adult Education

Adult Education consists of programs directed
toward exploring the relationship of
Christianity, life, and issues of the day. Our
Discipleship Class takes place every Sunday at
9:10 am and is led by clergy and lay people. A
Bible study group meets Tuesday at 10:00 am at
Waverly Heights, a local retirement community.
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Community Giving and Outreach

The Outreach program is central to the parish. For decades it has been a
Vestry priority to punch above our weight in Outreach, and we have. In 2025
our Outreach program made special grants totalling $100,000 to the St. James
Welcome Table, and additional grants to other organizations. The grants to the
Welcome Table were especially motivated by cutbacks in federal government
support for related programs. As a Parish, we always seek to serve those who
need our help in Jesus’ name.

Parishioners also continue with “hands on” work with a variety of initiatives, from serving Thanksgiving
meals to collecting canned goods for food banks, and donating Christmas gifts to families through
Episcopal Community Services. Parishioners work every week to organize donations of used goods and
clothing, for Azalea Day, the Christmas Sale, and many direct deliveries of clothing and other items to
needy organizations. Parishioner involvement has led to volunteer opportunities at many local
organizations, including St. James School, a tuition-free day school that educates students from an
underserved community.
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Financials and Capital Campaign

Our financial health as a church remains robust, our plate overflows each
Sunday and our annual pledges remain strong. The church has over $4 million
in asset, over $2 million in our endowment and a church yard fund that is
adequate for the lifetime of the church yard.

In 2024 our Rector and Vestry recognized the need for capital improvements
and a Capital Campaign to fund them. First on the list was our againg HVAC
system. We took the following steps to move forward with this important
improvement project.

» Determined that our existing HVAC equipment is obsolete and past its useful life, and it would
be a mistake to try to refurbish it;

e Considered in detail alternatives for replacement, including the standard modern system,
air-sourced heat pumps;

e Debated whether we need an air-conditioning system for all the spaces, and concluded that
we do...a principal factor being the fact that hot weather is extending farther and farther
into spring and fall, with no limit in sight;

o After much study and consideration, commenced on an ambitious geothermal heat pump
construction project, which will be centered on summer 2026. Our reasons were essentially
these: (1) the net construction cost, after credits, will be about the same as for an air-
sourced heat pump system; (2) a geothermal system (which provides the heat pumps a
steady temperature from the ground rather than wildly fluctuating outdoor temperatures)
will greatly reduce our electric bills going forward, compared to what they would be with
air-sourced heat pumps; and (3) this is the environmentally responsible way to proceed.

» Raised commitments and contributions presently in excess of $3 million (and counting),
from more than 90 individuals and families. Most of that $3 million is in the bank.

e Used $100,000 of funds raised to support the St. James School Welcome Table, which we
identified as our best opportunity to make an important difference, particularly given
federal cutbacks in areas served by the Welcome Table.
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Building and Grounds

St. Christopher’'s Church is a short distance from the village of Gladwyne.
Gladwyne Elementary School and their athletic fields as well as several private
homes border the Church property. The Church architecture is a reproduction
of mid-18th century regional colonial fieldstone construction. The church
accommodates 220 people, or more with temporary seating.

The oldest part of the property was originally a
stone stable. This was converted into the Parish
Hall with classrooms for the Sunday School, and
later into the Day School. The Parish Hall, Sunday
School classrooms, Library/Meeting Room,
Kitchen, Nursery and Staff Offices were recently
refurbished. These sit around a courtyard with a
Memorial Garden.

The Rectory is a 5-bedroom, 3-bath colonial
home designed by the noted local architect
Walter Durham and built in 1956. It is surrounded
by lawns and mature trees that keep it separated
from the Church. Our Rectors and their families
have happily taken advantage of the St.
Christopher’s Day School, the next-door Gladyne
Elementary School, and the middle and high
schools offered by Lower Merion Township. All of
those are top-notch.

A moderately sized cemetery, small nursery
school play-yard and rolling lawns complete the
landscaped property. The Church grounds are in
excellent condition, as proper maintenance is an
ongoing commitment.
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History

Since its beginnings, St. Christopher’s has been a church very much a part of
the community of Gladwyne.

The Parish Hall has been used for the Red Cross Blood Drive; it is the voting place for local and national
elections, Girl and Boy Scout troops and many other civic and nonprofit events. Each year Azalea Day
brings in people of all ages from the community, with all proceeds going to Outreach. St. Christophers
also has a history of participating in interfaith services with the other houses of worship in the
community.

Below is a snapshot of St. Christopher’s origins and growth over the past 75 years.

The late 1940’s: In the beginning, a new church for a growing community

o St. Christopher’'s Church, formally incorporated as a parish of the Diocese of Pennsylvania in
1949, was founded by a group of Gladwyne residents who recognized a growing interest in the
village of Gladwyne to have its own Episcopal church. With the support of 90 interested
families the founders raised $12,000 to purchase a 4 acre plot of land with a stone stable at the
top of a wooded hillside, down the street from the village center. With money from a bequest
to the Diocese by David and Elizabeth Goodbread, the church was designed and built as a
Pennsylvania fieldstone colonial style church; the stone stable became its parish house.

The cornerstone was laid in 1950; the first rector arrived during the year of construction; and
on Christmas Eve 1950, the first service was held at St. Christopher’s, its name a reference to
the patron saint of travelers.

St. Christopher’s established itself quickly as a friendly and active congregation with a relaxed
style that has continued through its 75 years and counting. Each of its five rectors brought a
distinctive style of spiritual leadership in dealing with the challenges of the times; all
contributed to a warm and welcoming presence in the church community and beyond.
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History

1950-1955: The Rev. Robert Q. Kennaugh. Launching a new parish.

L Moving to Gladwyne from his native state of Texas, Bob Kennaugh got the parish up and
running, laying the groundwork for worship, learning and fellowship for all, with an acolyte
guild, classes for children and adults, a youth group, a men's club and a women's auxiliary.

Various celebrations included the Gladwyne community, including a Texas barbeque, a
Christmas tree burning, and Azalea Day - the annual spring fair that has continued since
May 1951.

When Bob Kennaugh left in the fall of 1955, the parish had grown to 400 people. Over the next
decade, new buildings would be constructed to accommodate the parish, its clergy, and
expanded activities.

1956-1964: The Rev. Halsey Howe. A focus on education and growth.

® The parish built a new rectory on the church grounds for the arrival of its second rector, New
Englander Halsey Howe, his wife and four [soon to be 7] children in September of 1956. A
family man with a strong interest in Christian education, Halsey conducted weekly Bible
classes and Lenten family suppers. Other church activities included boys' and girls’ choirs,
and a pipe band. An active women' s group provided furnishings for the library and
classrooms.

In 1960, the staff was expanded to include Helen McHenry, the first woman to graduate from
Philadelphia Divinity School, as director of Christian Education, and in 1963 a new parish
house was constructed to meet the needs of the growing church school classes. A
nonsectarian day school for 3- and 4-year-olds was established in 1962, occupying the old
parish house (part of the original stable on the property).

In 1964, Halsey decided to head back to Rhode Island, accepting a call to a church “where his
roots were” As St. Christopher’s approached its 15th anniversary, the Vestry then turned to a
local young priest with deep roots in - and love for - the Philadelphia region.
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History

1965-1991: The Rev. Warren Davis. New traditions in a changing culture, and a

celebration of creation.

® On January 1, 1965, 38-year-old Philadelphia native Warren Davis became the third rector of
St. Christopher's, where he would serve during decades of considerable societal and cultural
challenges. When the national church adopted a new liturgy and prayer book, Warren guided
the parish through the changes. Informed by faith and encouraged by the politically active
bishop of Pennsylvania, Robert DeWitt, Warren shepherded the parish through years of social
turmoil over the Vietnam War and the Civil Rights movement. Parishioners volunteered in
organizations supporting the fight for civil rights and efforts to eliminate discrimination in
housing. Warren took parishioners with him on monthly visits to Graterford prison, where an
Episcopal congregation was eventually recognized as St. Dismas parish. Leadership in social
and diocesan activism remains a hallmark of the parish today.

Led by Warren and the Vestry, the parish included increasing numbers of women in leadership
roles and in 1974 supported the ordination of “the Philadelphia Eleven” - the first women to
become priests in the diocese. In the 1980s, St. Christopher’s welcomed women priests to
serve with Warren: Leslie Evans, ordained in 1983 as Assistant Rector, and Judy Beck, a
parishioner, ordained in 1989.

The arts and music flourished at St. Christopher’s during Warren’s tenure, guided by his
spiritual perspective on the centuries-long tradition of the church as a home of original
music, painting, sculpture and witnessed drama in sanctuaries. Warren was also a watercolor
artist and a musician, with a reverence for animals and nature. Sermons reflected his embrace
of literature and music, and special worship services included musical programs with choirs
and instrumentalists. A new pipe organ was installed in 1975. And the Celebration of Creation
program in 1977 turned the parish hall into an art gallery, showcasing the art of parishioners as
well as members of the Gladwyne community.

After serving St. Christopher’s for 26 years, Warren retired in 1991, leaving the parish with new
traditions, a continuing commitment to outreach and a joyful sense of fellowship and purpose.
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History

1991-2013: The Rev. William H. Wood. A thoughtful leader preparing us for the

new century.

® In 1991, the Virginian-born and raised William H. Wood, arrived at St. Christopher’s with his
wife and two young children, following service as Rector at Trinity Solebury in Bucks County
and as Assistant at St. David's in nearby Radnor Township before that. A good listener with a
relaxed, warm and welcoming personality, Bill used stories of his family, his Virginia roots and
his experiences in the Navy to enliven and enrich his sermons, which were full of humor,
along with insights about liturgical readings and their application to the world today.

Bill approached people and issues with a unique combination of faith and humor, intellectual
curiosity and humility, never presuming to have all the answers, but very interested in life's
questions. After services on Sunday, Bill led a weekly Forum exploring various church-related
and secular topics. Bill was also active in Diocesan matters, serving on its Standing
Committee during trying times, helping ultimately to put it back on an even keel.

During Bill's tenure, in keeping with the long tradition of support for women clergy at St.
Christopher’s, he recruited Mary Carson as Assistant (1994-96), Ruth Hindley as Deacon, and
Mary Laney as Parish Associate. Drawn to St. Christophers because of its outreach programs,
Mary Laney, a social activist who had retired as Vicar of St. Gabriel's in Philadelphia, made a
large impact on St. Christopher’s from 2005 until her untimely death in 2012.

Parishioners continued active hands-on outreach in different ways, including tutoring at St.
Gabriel's after-school program, carpentry projects at Free Church of St. John, in Kensington,
an active soup group that provided soup for St. John's Episcopal Church in Norristown, and
providing an annual Thanksgiving meal to several hundred people at the Church of the
Advocate, in North Philadelphia.

After 21 years, Bill, whose tenure had been extended for a year past his time for retirement by
the Vestry and the Diocese, retired at the end of March 2013.
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History

2014-2025: The Reverend Doctor Hillary Raining. Our first female rector.

® In April 2014, we welcomed Hillary Raining, who moved with her husband and young daughter
from St. David's Episcopal Church in Radnor where she served as Assistant Rector.

Warm, funny and energetic, spiritual and internet-savvy, Hillary was tuned into the times and
reached out to the parish and community in new ways. She increased programs, brought the
Day School closer to the parish, offered more spiritual practices and oversaw a long-term
plan for the Church’s growth.

Hillary’s reach extended beyond St. Christopher’s. For several years, she ran an evening yoga
class in the parish hall, open to members of the community as well as parishioners. She
founded The Hive Apiary (www.thehveapiary.com), a spirituality and wellness website. She
wrote two books, was published three times in academic journals and designed a national
church curriculum.

When Covid struck the world, Hillary responded swiftly with Sunday services online (a
practice that continues today) using a sophisticated audio-visual system to stream via Vimeo
and YouTube. During the shut-down, the parish was recognized and selected by the national
Episcopal church for a virtual Easter service.

In 2025, Hillary accepted a call from St. Columba'’s Episcopal Church in Washington, DC to be
its Rector. Located on Embassy Row, St. Columba’s is one of the country's largest Episcopal
churches, — a place where Hillary will be able to make a big impact.

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S 15
EPISCOPAL CHURCH


http://www.thehiveapiary.com/

