
 

 
 
 

 

 
To Lift People Up As Christ Calls 

 
 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Advent Pageant 
 

 
Thank you for joining us today. Many of us gathered here today 
were not raised in The Episcopal Church, but have come to find in 
this parish a source of spiritual growth. If you are new to St. 
Christopher’s or visiting with us today, please fill out one of the 
visitor’s cards found in the pews and put it in the offering plate or 
give it to one of the ushers.  
 
Our nursery is not staffed today, but feel free to use the facilities 
with your children. We also offer activity bags in the vestibule for 
children of all ages. Today is our Advent Pageant so there is no 
children’s chapel. If you didn’t register or are visiting us for the first 
time, there are still plenty of roles. Please take your child to the 
parish hall before the service starts to join us!  
 
We invite you to join us for a special St. Nicholas Day celebration in 
the parish hall following the service. Please feel free to introduce 
yourself to any of us if we don’t get to you first.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prelude                                      Magnificat 1                                      Dupre  
Opening Prayer  
Processional Hymn 54 
 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Versicle and Response 
  
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 

                 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
      Amen. 
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The Collect of Purity 
 
The Celebrant says 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Magnificat                                                                              Hymnal S-247 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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The Celebrant says the Collect. 
 

People       Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a                                                                 Insert 
Psalm 80:1-7                                                                                        Insert 

 

 

Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10                                                     Insert 
 
The Gospel, Advent Pageant & Music 
 

During the pageant, the congregation will join in singing announced 
verses of O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Hymn #56) and the first 
verse of What Child Is This (Hymn #115). At the conclusion of the 
Pageant, please join the children in singing People, Look East.  
 
Then, all standing, the Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-55                                                         Insert 
 
After the Gospel, the Celebrant says 
 

                 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Hymn #56)       
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What Child Is This (Hymn #115) 
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People, Look East 
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Moment of Silent Reflection  
 

The people stand. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
       he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
       With the father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
       He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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       We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
       We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
           and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

As we wait with eager expectation for the coming of Jesus, let us 
offer prayers to God who sends the Messiah in the womb of a virgin, 
saying: Come, O Holy One, and save us. 
 

For the Church: especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, Daniel our 
Bishop, that our hearts may leap for joy as we recognize God-with-
us in the people and events of our lives. Come, O Holy One, and 
save us. 
 

For this parish family, especially Hillary and Kristen our priests, that 
we, like Mary, may believe that God will do great things in and 
through our ordinariness. Come, O Holy One, and save us. 
 

For new parents and expectant parents, that they may see God’s 
presence in their child and nurture the gift of life entrusted to them. 
Come, O Holy One, and save us. 
 

For our nation, for Joseph our President, Joshua our Governor, and 
for all those who bear responsibility for its future in politics, 
industry, commerce and education, that they may be inspired by 
the Prince of Peace to work together for justice, freedom and hope.  
Come, O Holy One, and save us. 
 

For all who travel during this season, that they may arrive safely and 
share the love and warmth of family and friends. Come, O Holy One, 
and save us. 
 

For those burdened by poverty, war, injustice and oppression, and 
for the sick and those in need of our prayers, remembering 
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especially Richard, Larry, Thomas, Catherine, Beth, M.L., Darryl, 
Monica, Jim, Liam, Linda, Jenny, John, Mark, Dorothy, and for those 
we now name either silently or aloud (pause); that the birth of Christ 
may bring bright light and peace to their lives. Come, O Holy One, 
and save us. 
 

For those who have died, remembering especially those in whose 
loving memory the Christmas flowers have been given, and for those 
we now name either silently or aloud (pause); that they may rejoice 
in the presence of Mary’s child. Come, O Holy One, and save us. 
 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary the God-bearer, Saint 
Christopher and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another 
to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord our God. 
 

Celebrant Gracious God, who by the power of the Spirit 
sanctified the mother of your Son, hear our prayers 
and grant that we, like the Virgin Mary, may be 
obedient to your will. Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Celebrant  
 

Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
Silence may be kept.  
 
Celebrant and People  
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Absolution  
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Welcome and Concerns  
Offertory Sentence 
Offertory Anthem            Alma Redemptoris Mater               Palestrina 

Loving mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, 
assist your people who have fallen yet strive to rise again, 

To the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator, 
yet remained a virgin after as before, 

You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting, have pity on us poor sinners. 
 

Presentation of Alms and Oblations                                          Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Eucharistic Prayer 2 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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The Celebrant proceeds 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 
source of life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars: 
earth, winds and waters; 
and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways, 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; 
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us 
to live in the fullness of your love. 
 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
                           

Sanctus                                                                             WLP Hymnal 850 
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The people kneel 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. 
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself  
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you. 
On the night before he died for us, 
Jesus was at the table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

15 



“Take, eat:  
This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
That they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 

In the fullness of time bring us, 
With Saint Christopher all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared  
from the foundation of the world. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
 

16 



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Fraction Anthem, Jesus, Lamb of God                   LEVAS II Hymnal 271 
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Celebrant 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
 
The Communion of the People 
All who seek a closer relationship with God are invited to receive communion. 
Congregants are invited to leave their pews starting at the front of the church and 
working back. If intinction is your preference, please sanitize your hands first.  

 
Communion Hymn 332 

 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 
Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
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to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Advent Blessing 
 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the 
darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen.  
 
Recessional Hymn 56 (vs. 2,3,6,8)                                                       Pg. 7 
 
The Dismissal  Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
   Alleluia, alleluia. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude                                Veni Emanuel                                 Drackley 
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